
a new biography detailing the privote life of pur greatest sex researcher misses the point
By JAMES Rl PETERSEN

Alfred Kinsey was already
mlddle-agetl when fic began
hU Aex resean;h. lliat he had

indefatigable energy wa* evident—as
an entomologfac, he enllecied more
than 4 million gall wa*p* fnr study.
He had written more than 3000
pages ofscholarly worhbetween 1919
and 1937 alone—before he turned
his eye to human sexual habits.

"I have diaiovercd through the
years that the surest way to get some>
thing done is to go ahead and do It."
Kinacy noted. "I aslced no one's pcr-
niission to start thLs re.tearch. I Iiad
no oue else working
with me"

He took up the new
subject with ^ual encr- 4
gy and drive. He began E
interviewing students \
as preparation for a
RuuTiage course he was
asked to teach at Indt-
ana University. He se-
i-urcd funding, found-
ed the Institute for Sex flt.'
Research and hired and
trained a .^tafT. Me and
his staff interviewed
more than 1R,000 men
and womena^ut their
most intimate mo-
tiienls. He was aiming
for 11)0.000 subjects but
cnntrnvcrsyt the liroics
of time and death cut
him short.

In 1948 Kiriscy's Say ••PBl
ual Sthmrior in ik* Hu-
man Male was pub- ^H|3&|y
llshcd. followed by
Sexual BtfAntiior tn the
Human FemaU in 1953. The hcniks
changed the way Americans looked at
lex. (For a detailed account of the
public reception, .sec Playboy's Hisiory
of the Sexual fijniolulwn: Part V in the
November 1997 hayboy.)

Kinscy's approach (n sex was em
pirical. He loathed the theories of
I'Vcudians who saw a few patients and
fantasized about libidos, suprrcgi«s
and cultures built on suhlimaiion and
rept-ession. He despised religious
philosophers who simply condemned
all behavior not sanctioned by the
church. And he recoiled at laws that

punished minorities in the name of
imposing onei.Uamlard of itexualmo
res onallAm^ricanA.

In short, hr despised bullshit. Kin
sey was abov^ all a descripitve scticn-
tist. Like Lewis and Clark exploring
and mapping an urtknown ix^ntlncnt,
Kinsey collect:d data about the sexu
al frontier. wKkh in the public mind
of 1949 was tinioit every aspect of
sex. Knowing lltat ^ou could not un-
dentand a sp< rcies by visitinga zoo or
looking at a few neatly preserved
spcdmens, he Intervieweil all sorts of
people—boodejwera and clergymen.

college professors and gamblers,
prostitutes and marriage counselors,
prison otticiats and inmates, sorial
workers and dlanccri. hatcheck girls
and holdup rajcn.

Kin.sry's rclcarch was monumen
tal. Aitd it ctiralcd a panic among
those who hellevrtl in what has been
called ''hush imd pretend." He was
attacked by ihi'dsicrs, politicians,
philosophers ind frtls (even J. Edgar
Hoover considered Kinsey a public
enemy). The ittackK have continued
for50 years, j

litebattle i|i fiir from over. Jatiics

H. Jones, a liiHtorian who spent the
past 20 year* nillerting material fora
biography called Alfred C. Kinsey.- A
PiLbtie/Privaie Ufe, has wrllicn a book
that has reignited the controversy
surrounding America's most famous
sex researcher.

Prior to Kinsey. the party line held
that all Americana aspired to be
Chrlsllan gentlemen or virtuou.^
wtjtuen. There was litde sex educa
tion, none of it bused on fact. A best-
selling book of the day claimed that
for men sex wax as simple as falling
ofra log. For women, il was"as simple

as being the lu^." Mas-Icurbatlon wa*: viewed as
a symptom nf menlKl
illness. Homosexuality
was not atopic ti^ bedb-
cussed, period.

Kinsey's data de
stroyed such myths. He
found that 92 percent
of men masturbated to
otga.vni, that 85 percent
had prcmariial inter
course, that 69 percent
had sex with prosti
tutes. that almost half
had extramariiai sex
and that 37 percent had
at least one homosexual
experience leading to
orgasm. He 53und chat
nearly half the married
women be surveyed
had premarital sex, that
almost u third of un
married women had
lost their virginity by
the age of 23 and that
about one nuatter of

the wives had extramarital affairs hy
the age of 40.

Kinsey'.s data shattered the notion
chat there was a single sexual blue
print—the puritan model of chastity
Dctbre matTlage, virtuous restraint
after. He revealed the wxual rainbow.

Here is a parlor game thai shows
the power certain individuals have
lirld over the course of .sexual hisio-
1^: If you wanted to change the qual
ity of sex for all American.s, wlmm
would you eliminate? Liberals would
probably opi for Saint Augustine,
who managed tn fay his guilt trip on



genoraiion* of CJimtians. Hcnvcvcr. as
wc near the end of this cemuiy, a sur
prising number of t'undamcnlalisl
typc5 would point to Kinscy.

According lo one typical criiir, Kin-
scv brought on "the pill, free love,
open mur;-ii'-gcj. swingers' cliibs. gay
liberation and gencrtidons of increas
ingly radical feminist authois ;tiul
groups (iloria Stcinem. Gerni;tine
Oreer, lipstick Ic.sbians -all oi whom
chorused Kinscy's htizword 'freedom'
and chanted his mantra: '11 it feels
good, do it.' It is advice that, ol'cour.sc.
far from bringing about happiness, has
wrecked millions of lives, especially
those of women. What Kinsey ncglett-
cd to Tncntion was that 'fccliiig gf>od'
has consrijuencrs, like iockf;i.ing <U-
voi c;e raren. leeimge pl^nallcu^s and
tlic AlOS epidemic."

Many people who want to burn Kin
scy at the Make have nev
er read Ids work. He nev
er, for example, said, 'If
it feels go<>d. do it." His
message was more subde:
If it feels good, chances
arc somebody is already
doing it. He celebrated
diversity, and in doing s<*
validated llvose on Ihc
fj-iligr.

A .siiljver.iivr not? You
lirt. Kili-sry r«n:ril Ainrri-
can.«t U) cotifrotii a hy|HK':-
risy that puni^herl the tlif-
ferftnL hnhe era ushrri-.d
in hy his wcjtk, many
.Slater movfttl to drorim-
itniH/.e fornliuLion, sod
omy and adollrly. INy-
choioglsis littgan lo
lemovr diagtiosOs ilial
biatnlfid gay sex as
"pathologtcal."

Biographer Jones has
claimed that Kin.sey wa.s a
sexual outsider. "Kinsey
was ly^ih a homosexual
and, from childhood on. a masochist
wlio, as he grew older, pursued att in
tcrcst in extreme sexuality with in
rreasiiig eoinpulsivencs.i." Joocs wrote
ill a ybrker piece that was drawn
Ironi material in his book. "His secret
life was shared with a small circle ol in-
liinales, a few of whom becumc his sex
ual panncrsi sometimes in the name of
'research." "

Jones says Kinscy's secret fife must
be taken into account when wc consid
er his research and concivisions about
sex. "Kr.riiarkahly, his activities did in)t
p{ eveni him frotn heioga devoted hus
band ami a raring, sueressfol lather.
Biittltey almost rerfaitdy (li<l alTrei ilir

riv". • .. - •

mOiRSw.-

objectivity aitd dctacliirtem of hi.s work
a.x a scieniiM: His i«'lel»raied fimlings,
I now believe, loay writ have been
skewed. Kr<irn ilir very hegiiitiings of
his rrsraren into sexual liehavior, ilie
AiTierieaiis Wlio uiosi persi.«u*n|ly eji-
gaged Kinsl.-y's aueriiinn were people
who were l-iiher on the niargins oi'
beyond the; pale: iiomosexuals, vido*
masoehists. Aoycilrs, eahibilionisis. pe
dophiles. tjanssesiKils. tran.svcstites.
letishisLs." ;

Jones ilidrges that Kinsey 'pUiccni a
thuml> on tiic stale that his method
clogy and liis stmipling technique vir
tually guaritntced that hewould find
what lie wtel looking for."

When Jozies' article appeared in The
Nttv }hr/f»'?, ir sp;u ki:<l oolrage among
the aelf-pro Uunicd viituoiis. kinskv kk-
Ktmr mo/olnn.iK'.s KiNMNrss read the
headline an editorial in the Roch

Aionntain

for the lia.st decade, ptofes.donal
blowhaid ifuiikli Buchanan and for
mer I'.nptai^ A'flw^-unn) songwriter Ju
dith Rclsmrjn have attacked the Kiosry
.Macistlt: thai ten percent of Amerli-ao
men are hoint»scxuiil. lloth Biichanao
and Reismaln lielkvo the true nguir is
closer ro on •percent -which, to a hul-
ly. juslilics \ ersecuiion.

"The "sav i isn't.S'l "crowd llnily stairs
that Kinse) lied, that he cooled the
books, thai ne tailed to the wrong peo
ple (i.e.. people Not hike Us), lint the
hohavior K nsey n-t tirdcd existed be
forr he stai eti hilt interviews, and later
-sorveys havV* proilijreil similar figures

(or fines toorr telling). I'or example,
to lOKll the I'lttyJmj (tf/uiFTs' Srx. .S'lmvy
t:diulatefl re.s]ioMsrs from r>rj,l)(U) men.
A|iproxinialyly percent repoiteil
having fiml al leas! one Iioino.srxual
exjierience during -adole.scenie. and
about Id peirciii said the) had en
gaged in SO" h aniviiv iis a<!oli.s, dioogh
barely one jxTci'nt lalx-h-il ilirnis<-!\TH

The aueinpis to kilt the messenger
have varietl. RcLsman wrote a scur
rilous little broadside coiled Kirary, -S«
/mo" fm.'i-x in which .she suggests Kinsey
was party to the .sc.xuoi abuse ofehf-
dren for his research. In Ifik^ Repre
sentative Steve Suxiknum (R. Je.x.l in
troduced Icgi.slation that called for an
invesiigaliiin of kKismun'.s eharge.s nod
wmtltl have di:nieil funds to edui..*i-
tion ba.setl on Kmsey'.s rcbcarch. "I here
is no evidence to .support the charges of

child abuse.

James jonc.s luunches a
more circuitous attack.

He docs not shed any
new light on Kinscy's re
search or methodology.
In.stcad. he attacks Kin-
scy'.s private life. or. rath
er. what lie imagines that
lite lo have been.

You have probably
lieard the most Mihuious
<•1131^^. Ouriog a year in
which we have IciO'ncfl
the M.-xiial preferences ol
hroaf.leasiers, sports he
roes, politicians and ac-
lors, ihest^ are the allegisl
distinguishing marks on
Kiiisey's record.
• Kinsey was an cxhi-
hilioni.sl who walketl
around campsites buck
naked on field iriji.s
collmring gall wasps.
Around I lie hou.sr., he
.•iliaved in the nude in
view of his childrrn. On

vacatioo.s. f.hr family went skinny-{!i[>-
ping logrtljpr.
• Trying lo ^•|•e;lU^ his own .sexual
iilopia, Kinsey eoi:oiMagrtl or at least
cotuloiird exirarnariial .tflairs among
tnruil>rl.s ofhis stalT'anrl iheii .spouses.
His own wife slept willi others, with
Kinsry's consenl.
• Kin.sry fiiine<l Irietuls. Ills wife ami
frllnw nirinliris oflhr inslilijKt hav
ing sex or maslnrlwling In an attic stu
dio. I Ir ioviird homo.NCXiials and sarlo-
masochisl-s t<i [irrfonn. His sfaiV once
filmed men Kjaculaliog (onr al a limr)
to deiei mine: if males .sjiort or dribble.
( Ihc atl.swel: Mote ihno 70 peixrul
dribble. Mediixtl lireiaiure at ihr time



laimcd fh?' fuir^ uf rjwciilHlio'i V.<(S rr-
Lv)nsible frH- imprpK"-'''""-)

Hy rli^* hmr ciins<Tvai«vv iciluimiisis
bolrf ol {llr^r• mijfgfis, Ki'isry's

i>n\f Wil^ ii "[>rr NOiKil [join.slmlio" and
!•; ^jrojcci a "scxuni playground." <)!>-
-.vvd -.viih sc-x. he "prt-'svuicd" lii.v to-

.'.r'.cvfi inio adidtcroii*. hfh.'ivini, Aik

. I.- tt» as.^umc thai maiiihriA nl an h ng-
„sh <lcparrnu*nt nrvn slfpi wlih o:ir
nothcr?

Much of the sexual in Jours"
t<H)k resw on the l er.nileriion.s ol' uu-
lanicd .sources—thos« in- citr.s as
\nonymou5 A and AnonytniMis B.

More than 30 yeais afler Kinsry's
liMlh, these supposed friend.s of ilie
•i;s<*archeT divulged an array of soidid
ales. Anon B (dubbed Mr. Y in Uiirv
mrts ol'thc text, pcjhaps lo givr ilie !!•
u.dfvn of a new source) said he copulai-
•d with Mrs. Kinss-y and ih« wifeofone
)!•• Kinscy's lo workers.
, k* aaid he had se.x with
heir husbands, too,
laiming, "Wo all sut:ke<l

.>ne another." Anon A
; laiined that K.in.soy had
nice lied a rope around

liis own scrotum and.
ihrowing the end over a
pipe, hail jumped off a
c:halr Iti hang hy his iCSti-
cle.s in midair.

Anoii B i.s the source of
an oiioMiid anecdote that
;rli.ril>uie.s niapir signih
ranee to a wootlen brush
hark found in Kinscy's
<hildhood home- it is the
tnasiurhatory "Rosebud"
to Citl/eii Kinsey.

Aiioit A rrowetl that

Kinsey hail "very laije
grnttalia, dod iliai nie;tns
both peni.s and halls."
Anon B voluiiieeietl that
kinsey got "a long-soITrr-
irig look on hia fai e when
fie was having sex" l.hai
looked "gross,"

Ir wa.s kind of a punk when it canu;
to SitM," roniplainetl Anon B. "He
iikril me In heal him with a cat-iV-nine-
ralU, hot noi very hard.'"

Kitvsey, lir noted, "didn't drcss up
in rloilics and he didn't establish
s*-.(;nes. you know."

When Jones h.i.s litile direct evi-
dcju'c, he resorts lo dubious logic. He
ciit-s an oh.vine liiKjk on ilio Fifties that
ifescrihcs ciirle jerk.s -ai siurumu-camp,
tlien postulate.^ that sinre Kinsey wmii
i<i sutntncr camp, he mo.si. have .seen or
Ikx'U awurc of'tivert sexoal hehavior."

lie relates that Kin.sey voisrhasie un-
lil his wedding night, and that he most

I®
I-

likely did not tty to have sex wiih his fi
ancee. Cluva. fju* thtir entirecoo itship.
"Recent.studick .show ihsitgnv mm who
become engaged otreii lail lo niakr any
efforts Hi jcdiiition, 'I his is e.s[te< ially
i.rue ofiiirii wiili little or no prioi cx-
perienre with Ij-duuxi "

11 IOCS Ihen niakes thb Icup: "Berau^e
of lit.s lack of experience vnth women,
his intense moral ihhihiiions and his
confuiion aljout liis scxual ideniliy, he
piobahly shiuei! the amhivalenrs nisiiv
homosexuals feel about having inic: -
course wiih their fiahcees."

Rtin that pajjt us again. Became Kin-
wry did not hiiJe premarital .sex.he wa.s
guy? You cMo'iihave It both ways. Kin-
wty was a lUjy Kc-out. He came from a
rrpre.ssive hotne, with a father who re
fused to -allow iiiii cilUdrcn to dance oi-
date. .Slioulti fip havt Ibiccd his fiaiuer

lutve sex inilhe rtame of gocjd, old-

fashioned hetrt'osexualiiy?
Kin.spy did ihimei-se himficlf in gny

cullnrr. And H*-* waH a topic of much
cjjoversation. ji>ncs rccount.x die recol-
]rcl.!oo.s of Sain'iiel .Steward, an Koghsh
]>»x>fessor at Huniversity in Chicago
who wa.s one of Kiilscy's friends aiul
.sidijei is. "Mat y of Sieward'.s fi ieml.s
asked jKilnt-hliiiik if Kluscy was queer.
When Kinsey leambd about thi.s, he
asked SirwHit wloh he udd them.
Steward replitd iloii he always .said.
'Yes he i.s -butjimi. hi ihr same way we
;ire, He is avtqjrui- h|i<1 -an nudittur. He
likes to look anil lisiwi. "

Kin.sey wa.s jin oh.sci vrr, in a peri
od when the great .«tt"rentists were do-

s4.Tiber.s of nature. His eirect on the gay
eouitnviiiity was profound: He valiiUu-
eil its existence, to<ik confessions wiiii-
niu condemnation -exai:tly as hr ilitl
with people who ma.stiirharefl or had
premai itui .sex or cxininiarital sex.

The Kiosry firulings inspired gay
lihri-aiion and sparked a major panic
over iioiitosexuallty in the Fifties, for
years, people have speculated that
Kinsey wys gay. but the evidence wa.s
lacking. Vfiuidiers of the instiiuto.
•aIio look one anothcr'.s sexual histo
ries. know ihe .inswcr but have nevct

told, rliry jdcdged coDrldentialirv ro
all siihjei is, even ihemselvcs. fha.
^ones was fruslrated by this silence
ta ohvioux.

Not one of ihe hundreds of gay men
Kinsey interviewed has publicly adinlt-
Irrl to -sleeping with him. That new.s
would tiave intveicd through the ami-

muirity immediately. How
does Jones get around
this fact? He .speu ulaies
that Kin.sey would go
from the company of ihr
men he inieivtewed lo
anonymou.s cneoiuuers in
public toilets where hr
would not be recognized.

Paul Clcbhard, a Kinsey
colleague, told Jones that
"lite only homosexual
thing Kinsey ever- men
tioned from the early part
td his life Wits thai in hl.s
childhood there was pre-
utlolcsccnt .«x phly wiih
a neighborhood group.
There wa.s a sooirwliHi
<dclt-r girl and there whs
Kinsey. and t goi ihr hn-
pression there wete vihoui
six kid.s. and they woulil
go into the basement and
l<K>|c at erne another, )>oke
straws in variou.s aper
tures," So playing dcjcror
means you're gay?

In the end, what doc.s it matter?
Jonea aimply preseni-s a prejudice that
a gay man cannot. I>e an elfcetive so
cial scientist. Kinsey labored mightily
lo do away with such sitnplemindcd
bian. He know the power of labels to
destroy lives.

Jones' book is a memoi-rible cifort to
pigronfiole Kinsey, one thai <x»nii>!ete-
ly misses the pointof Kinsey's life.

Kinsey wa.s a pioneer in his public
life, -a Irne iclx-| who chajiged ihr w:iy
we view sex. And hc was a pioneer In
hi.s privaie life, a scientist who ex]irri-
meiiled (ITS himself.

Cifiyrii Kiusey had balls. Big ones.
•I hill imieh we know is tnio.


